Academy of Ancient Music and
Robert Levin complete landmark
30-year recording cycle

Academy of Ancient Music (AAM) and Robert Levin announce the thirteenth and final
instalment in their celebrated series showcasing Mozart's complete works for keyboard and
orchestra (AAMO045).

This crowning achievement, released in celebration of AAM's 50th anniversary, is the culmination of a
monumental 30-year project. "This cycle is a central element both in Christopher Hogwood's legacy as
founder and director of AAM and within my own career," comments Levin. "The completion of this cycle
represents the successful realisation of a project of outstanding significance.”

The collaboration between AAM's visionary founder, Christopher Hogwood, and the esteemed
scholar-pianist Robert Levin began in 1993 with the ambitious goal of recording Mozart's complete
works for keyboard and orchestra. Levin's interpretation breathed new life into these timeless
compositions by reinstating improvisation as a central element, echoing Mozart's original intent. All
concertos were recorded with improvised cadenzas, and decorative ornamentation was applied
throughout, recreating the approach Mozart would have taken.

Over seven years, Levin and AAM crafted eight albums, encompassing 17 of Mozart's concertos,
garnering praise from experts as the pinnacle of the historical performance movement. Now, more
than two decades later, AAM and Levin have fulfilled their mission, delivering the final concertos,
lesser-known gems, and fragments across five albums (AAM0041-45), to widespread critical acclaim.

With this remarkable achievement, the cycle stands as the definitive recording of Mozart's complete
keyboard and orchestra works.
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Notes to Editors

About Robert Levin

Robert Levin is a renowned pianist, conductor, composer and academic. He has performed
throughout the United States, Europe, Australia and Asia on both modern and period instruments
with conductors including Sir John Eliot Gardiner, Christopher Hogwood, Sir Charles Mackerras,
Bernard Haitink, Sir Simon Rattle, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Nicholas McGegan and Sir Roger Norrington.

Levin has been a passionate advocate for, and student of, Mozart, since he graduated from Harvard
University in 1968 with a thesis entitled ‘The Unfinished Works of W. A. Mozart'. He has completed a
number of Mozart fragments which have been published by Barenreiter, Breitkopf & Hartel, Carus,
Peters and Wiener Urtext Edition.

Levin seeks to re-create the performance
practice of the composers’ time by improvising
cadenzas and shorter embellishments in the
composers' style. He also promotes the
importance of performing on historical
instruments in order to come closer to
understanding what the composer intended.
“The voyage and discovery of playing on period
instruments is to move in a world - physical,
emotional and aesthetic - that is inhabited by
the geniuses that wrote this music. It brings us
very close to them.”
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About Academy of Ancient Music

Academy of Ancient Music (AAM) is an orchestra with a worldwide reputation for excellence in
baroque and classical music. Using historically-informed techniques, period-specific instruments and
original sources, we bring music vividly to life in committed, vibrant performances.

Established 50 years ago by Christopher Hogwood to make the first British recordings of orchestral
works using original instruments, AAM has released more than 300 albums to date, collecting
countless accolades including Classic BRIT, Gramophone and Edison awards. We now record on our
own label and are proud to be the most listened-to period-instrument orchestra online, with over one
million monthly listeners on streaming platforms. With Music Director Laurence Cummings, AAM
celebrates the orchestra’s Golden Anniversary in 2023-24 with the completion of a landmark project to
record Mozart's complete works for keyboard and orchestra, the publication of a new book by Richard
Bratby detailing the history of the organization, and celebratory performances across the UK and
internationally.

Beyond the concert hall, AAM is committed to
nurturing the audiences, artists and arts
managers of the future through our innovative
education initiative AAMplify. Working with
music colleges and universities across the UK,
we engage the next generation of period
instrumentalists with side-by-side sessions,
masterclasses and other opportunities designed
to bridge the gap between the conservatoire
and the profession, safeguarding the future of
historical performance.

AAM proudly holds the position of Associate
Ensemble at London’s Barbican Centre and the
Teatro San Cassiano, Venice, and Orchestra-in-
Residence at the University of Cambridge,
Milton Abbey International Summer Music
Festival and The Apex, Bury St Edmunds.

AAM Music Director Laurence Cummings was awarded an OBE for services to Music in the 2024 New
Year Honours List.
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